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Reliable linking of researchers with their research is 
impossible using their names

The scholarly record 
is broken

The Problem: Name Ambiguity
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The solution: unique author  
identifiers
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Reliable linking of researchers with their research 
facilitates access to research 

Easier to find research outputs by a particular 
researcher 

Easier for institutions and institutional repositories 
to facilitate open access 

Benefits: Access



Reliable linking of researchers with their research 
facilitates evaluation 

Not just journal articles, but also posters, datasets, 
book chapters, patents, etc.

Not just research outputs,
but also funding, people, etc.

Benefits: Evaluation



Reliable linking of researchers with their research 
facilitates discovery 

Easier to find other research outputs by the same 
researcher or by his collaborators

Easier to find other researchers through co-authors

Benefits: Discovery



Why is ORCID a Solution?
Global Not limited by discipline, institution or 

geography

Open Inclusive and transparently governed 
not-for-profit

Data and source code available under 
recognized open licenses

Integrated Third-party seeding of profiles

Part of institutional, publisher, and 
funding agency infrastructure



ORCID ISNI

International initiative with 
broad support by many 
organizations

International initiative with 
broad support by many 
organizations

Self-claiming by researchers Managed by (national) 
libraries

Scholars
Scholars and artists, 
including fictional characters 
and legal entities

Discovery and evaluation Rights management, 
discovery and evaluation



Who can create an ORCID 
identifier?

The Researcher

His University/Research Organization
with permission from the researcher



ORCID launched in October, 2012 and had 27 member 
organizations as of January 6, 2013:

Universities/Research Organizations:  Boston University, 
CalTech, CERN, Cornell, Harvard University, MSKCC, NYU 
Langone Medical Center, Universidad de Oviedo, University of 
Michigan

Associations: APA, APS, ACM, MLA 
Funders: NIH, Wellcome Trust

Publishers/Publishing Vendors:  Aries, Copernicus, Elsevier, 
Epistemio, Hindawi, Nature, Springer, Wiley Blackwell
Third Party Systems: Faculty of 1000, Thomson Reuters, 
Figshare, CrossRef

ORCID Members



Languages of visitors: 
English, Chinese, Spanish, 
Portuguese, French, Italian, 
German, Japanese, Russian, 
Polish, Korean, Turkish, 
Dutch, Czech… 

27 countries with > 1000 
visitors, 68 with >100.

As of January 14, ORCID had 51,143 registered users.   

Register for free at http://orcid.org/register or via an integrator

ORCID is international
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ScienceCard http://sciencecard.org/gthorisson
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http://odin-project.eu
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